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Interview With Fr Norris Seenivasan S.J.
In an exclusive interview with Xavier News, Father Norris shared 

with us on his vocation journey as well as his aspirations for 
our parish, St Francis Xavier (SFX) Church.

Q1 Fr Norris, please share a bit about your background, your 
call to the priesthood and your vocation journey so far. 

Fr I was born in Klang and baptized in the Lady of Lourdes 
church. Soon after my birth, my family shifted to Sentul. I am 
the eldest son in the family, i.e. 2 elder sisters and a younger 
brother. 

 I was in Sentul until I was about 16 years old. I went to La 
Salle School in Sentul and these were my formative years.  
All my education was with the La Salle Brothers until I joined 
the Jesuits. When I was in St John’s Institution doing my 
Form 6, there was a La Salle Brother whom I found to be 
quite inspiring. He is a prayerful person and my source of 
inspiration. 

 Although I had some resistance from both my parents, 
I joined the pre-novitiate in 1990 and since then, it’s a 30 
years journey into the priesthood. 

Q2 Fr, you have already served SFX church as the Parish Priest 
for about 1½ years now. What are your thoughts on the 
strengths, challenges and aspirations for this parish?

 One of the strengths of the church is the tremendous 
generosity of our people especially in terms of finances. For 
the past 1 ½ years, I try to reduce outsiders from coming 
in to do fund raising as I need to protect our people. 
Their generosity should not be taken advantage of. I also 
encounter many people who are very good. The fact is there 
are many genuine people in the church who want to serve 
and glorify God. 

 We have to build our people’s spiritual aspect. There are 
many people who are struggling with prayers. Prayer is very 
important and there are deeper forms of praying. The reason 
for going to church is to enter into a deeper relationship 
with God. 

 If there is anything I want to do most for this church is to 
guide our people to pray. One of the ways to go about this, 
is through Ignatian Spirituality and prayer. 

 My aspiration is to help our people to establish a deeper 
relationship with God so that their lives are changed. It is 
very important for our people to have direct contact with 
the poor. It is through the exposure with the poor which will 
create a conversion in their hearts.

Q3 The Kuala Lumpur 
Archdiocesan Pastoral 
Assembly (KLAPA) through 
the Peninsular Malaysia 
Pastoral Convention (PMPC) 
has identified 8 clusters for 
the parishes to work on. At 
the end of 2017, the SFX 
Parish Pastoral Assembly 
(PPA) decided to focus on3 
clusters i.e. BEC, Formation 
and Family Life. How can 
SSVP and other ministries 
related to Social Concern and 
Integral Human Development 
(IHD) be mobilised to support your priority plans of action 
for the parish? 

Fr The 8 clusters identified for the parishes to work on are BEC, 
Unity, Formation, Family Life, Integral Human Development, 
Inter Religious Dialogue, Youth and Social Communication. 
Although SFX through the PPA has identified 3 clusters 
i.e.  BEC, Formation and Family Life to focus on, the other 
clusters are equally important. 

 While we focus on these 3 clusters, we will also continue to 
work on the other clusters. Some of the new areas we started 
are Ignatian Spirituality &Prayer, ALPHA, Discipleship,and 
Jesus in the Gospels programs, Prison Ministry and Care for 
Creation Team. We are also trying to do more for the youth 
and hence, we have appointed a full-time youth pastoral 
worker to help revive Life Teen. 

 IHD is also a very important area including SSVP, Migrant 
and Prison Ministry. As a Jesuit Parish, we must have a 
preferential option for the poor. This is very much in line 
with the teachings of our faith. Throughout the history of 
the Church, we have helped the poor. The Catholic Church 
is the biggest charitable organisation in the world. Caritas, 
the confederation of Catholic aid agencies spent billions of 
dollars for poor humanity. 

 We want to do more and more. This year, we should 
focus on the poor, youth and social communication. 
Social communication is very important as it is a way of 
communicating to our parishioners. People can be ignorant 
of what is going on in the church. Through effective and 
proper communication,they become more aware and 
knowledgeable in what is happening in the church and also 
in what way they can come in and give a lending hand. 

 CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Fr Norris Seenivasan S.J.
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Ozanam Services Centre (Osc) Sri Sentosa
1. INTRODUCTION.

 Ozanam Service Centres (OSC) were 
first envisaged by SSVP Selangor in 
2011 when the Society in Selangor 
decided that it must do more for 
empowerment than merely setting 
up homes for children and providing 
“dole out” support for the poor. After 
careful planning and reflection, the 
first OSC at Sri Sentosa was set up in 
late 2011, with specific objectives. 
OSC Sri Sentosa caters primarily to 
the urban poor living at around the 
Old Klang Road and PJ / Subang Jaya 
areas. 

2. AIMS FOR 2020 – 2021 

 (i) Expand current LC to include 
in programs on computer, soft 
skills and computer studies.

 (ii) “Kick off”  into phase 2 of Women 
Empowerment Program 

 (iii) Soft launch of Youth Drop Out 
Program.

 (iv) Initiate industry linkages to link 
(i), (ii) and (iii) above. 

 (v) Recruit a Social Development 
Counsellor to further support 
the services. 

3. TARGET AREAS. 

 (i) The community (generally less 
affluent) living around the Taman 
Sri Sentosa / Sri Manja and Old 
Klang Road areas. 

 (ii) Other suitable rural areas as well 
as low cost flat areas.

4. LEARNING CENTER

 The learning entre was set up to 
enable weaker children to improve 
their basics and understanding of 
specific subjects so that they will 
be able to better follow the school 
teachers in class. Very often the 
weaker children lose interest in 
studies because they are unable 
to follow the school work. Thus, 
instead of school work tuition the 
programs at the learning centre aims 
to enhance the level of Mathematics, 
English, Science and BM. 

 The program also focuses on 
discipline, morals, values, grooming, 
character and capacity  building 
including  organising  various 
activities, which are holistic in nature. 

Objectives of Learning Centre.  

(i) Provide systematic and sustainable 
teaching to weaker children from the 
poorer families.  

(ii) Provide support for the Learning 
Centres to develop the slow learners 
(and school drop- outs) to obtain a 
basic education level that will allow 
entry into Vocational Schools or 
Apprenticeship programs.

(iii) Motivate and keep youths away from 
Social Vices. 

The Learning Centre Program has seen 
much improved results since the support 
of MRCB quill on this project last year. 
The financial support of RM40,000 has 
enabled us 

1. To stabilise the pool of volunteer / 
semi paid teachers / facilitators.

2. Provide outings cum learning trips 
which motivates the children,

3. Organise more interactive teaching 
aids and materials.  

4. Improve monitoring techniques by 
having a dedicated LC coordinator. 

The finds have been carefully used 
towards realising the objectives 4.1 (i) 
above and partially 4.1 (ii) above. It is 
our intention to further improve the 

outreach and delivery of our Learning 
Centre by realising all the objectives of 
Learning Centre. 

Classes at the Learning Centre are held 
during weekends and school holidays. 
The student strength is 30-40. Currently 
we have a pool of about 9 facilitators/ 
teachers (both paid and voluntary) 
and Coordinator. From time to time, 
volunteer students from University 
Malaya, Taylors’ and Sunway Colleges 
also conduct programmes as part of 
their CSR curriculum. Such programs by 
the the university and college students’ 
programmes comprise  a range of 
outdoor, indoor activites and games, and 
provide a good variety for the children 
in keeping their interest in learning. The 
Learning Centre with OSC support also 
regularly organises outings and activities 
for the children. 
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Finally ... Home Sweet Home

Rumah Pengajian Xavier (RPX)
The Hope for Tomorrow

Dear Brothers & Sisters. Greetings to you 
all!

Rumah Pengajian Xavier (RPX) is a 
project initiated by the Conference of 
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul of St. 
Francis Xaviers’ church in PJ, which is a 
home for boys from marginalized and 
less fortunate families focusing on the 
enhancement of education. Through 
this education empowerment, the boys 
can develop a sense of self worth and 
be given an opportunity to be a part of 
the ever changing world and thereby 
allowing them to break away from the 
poverty cycle that they are trapped in.

The home provides foster care for them 
by sending them to a school nearby the 
home, providing them meals and board 
and seeing to their education needs via 
tutoring and learning assistance. They 
also get to have their weekends off and 
games and recreation are organised in 
these times. The home is operated by our 
staff, namely the administrator who looks 
after all the needs of the home and the 
boys. There is also a housemother who 
cooks the meals and a night warden to 
look after the boys. We are also blessed 
to have volunteers who come by to 
serve in various capacities to help the 
boys with their academic and personal 
growth. The home is managed by a home 
management committee made up of 
members of the conference of SSVP who 
meet regularly.

Over the years, through donations from 
kind benefactors, RPX has evolved from 
it’s humble beginnings and after many 
years being in a rented premises, we 
have finally moved to our new acquired 

home in Section 3, PJ. All this 
was possible because of the 
goodness of benefactors 
and a dedicated team who 
voluntarily oversaw the 
building development to 
completion. The new home 
can now house up to 24 boys 
from the current 11 boys 
allowing for more places to 
be allocated to help those 
who are needy. In addition to 
their education curriculum, 
various programs are 
conducted to expose the boys 
to self awareness, personal 
development, discipline and 
other living skills. We aim to 
extend this area of service 
to other needy children who 
do not get an opportunity to 
receive these tools to guide 
them in their growth.

In this process, we as members of SSVP 
were and still are facing many challenges 
in doing this service of operating a home 
as we encounter various types of issues 
and obstacles that come our way. They 
are both material and spiritual in nature 
and can often dampen our spirit and zest 
but we always overcome them only by 
the grace given to us by our ever loving 
Almighty Father. There are times we too 
as members of SSVP are posed with the 
question of our faith in this call of our 
vocation. The core purpose of this home 
is to bring about change and empower 
the boys we accept as our children. This 
means that we have to accept them as 
they are in spite of their shortcomings 

and different character traits. They also 
bring with them their personal problems 
and issues which have to be delicately 
managed. RPX reaches out to these boys 
and sometimes they can be difficult. And 
if not us then who?

I remember a quote from the founder of a 
reputable home for boys. It goes like this.

“There is no such thing as a bad boy, only 
a good one who has lost his way”

We are now embarking on a journey with 
the inception of our new home. I pray 
that by the grace of our beloved Lord, we 
will continue on this path with sincere 
service and love. Amen.

Last days at the old house

The New Home Before Renovation

Almost completed
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A Moment With Our New Members….

SSVP Newbie Testimonials for Xavier Newsletter

Alicia Kok

I was recently baptized during the Easter Virgil in April 2019 after going through the 
RCIA programme.  This would mean I am the final family member to become a Catholic 
as all of them are already baptized.

I was attracted to join SSVP during the Ministry introduction night from RCIA.

I hope to contribute to the community beyond the church and in the progress grow 
stronger in my humanity and compassion. 

Stephanie Stephen Abok

I come from a family of 7 and I’m the eldest among my siblings. I was born in Sabah 
but we moved to KL in 1999 and have been going to SFX since then. My youngest 
brother has been an altar server in the church for a few years now and my parents are 
supportive of me and my sister joining SSVP.  

I’ve always wanted to help the poor and the underprivileged and I believe that we 
should help those in need regardless of their background, religion etc. So, when I 
learned about SSVP’s mission during the orientation, I was excited to join and be a 
part of it.

The opportunity to help the needy through various activities and working with other 
members who have so much dedication in serving the less fortunate. I hope to be able 
to help more underprivileged children fight poverty through education.  

Irene Chan and Peter Ng

We grew up at Penang but had moved to KL (actually at Subang Jaya and Shah Alam) 
since Sep 1991. We have a daughter, Rachel who has just finished her Masters degree 
at Dublin, Ireland. We have attended mass at SFX since Peter was studying at Universiti 
Malaya in 1987. Since we belong to CDM (Shah Alam) parish we joined BEC St Josemaria 
for Setia Alam area. Peter recently retired less than 2 months ago and we would like 
contribute our time, resource and intent to be of help to the poor and marginalized.

There are so many things that one can do within SSVP but I need to find out how I can 
contribute efficiently and effectively in the actions that I am most passionate about 
rather than spread one’s time and resource across the board. We are still in midst of our 
internal search ….

By grace of God and fellow Vincentian, that we may put into practice what we have 
read and heard from many Jesus’ teachings thru his parables, how one must recognize 
who is my neighbor. 

Nancy Wong

I’m married with three lovely sons. And I’m the only Catholic in the family. 

SSVP is a mission for us all to go out and serve the needy. And God has given me the 
mission to serve the sick, physically, mentally or spiritually. SSVP is a channel to reach 
out those in need and I believe I could help them through SSVP.

While serving the needy, I find peace and joy that I have never experienced before.  

I hope I could journey and grow with those in need spiritually.
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A Memorable Visit To The 

Royal Malaysian Police Training Centre

Thursday, 15th August 2019 was a 
memorable day for the St Vincent de 
Paul Society (SSVP) members and 
students of their SSVP-run homes as we 
were given the opportunity to visit the 
Royal Malaysian Police Training Centre 
(PULAPOL) in Jalan Semarak. About 30 
children from Rumah Pengajian Xavier, 
Rumah Ozanam and Rumah Keluarga 
Kami participated in the school-holiday 
outing.

The visit to PULAPOL was made possible 
by our SSVP member, Brother Harry Lau, 
who previously served in the police force 
for 30 years and finally retired as a Senior 
Assistant Commissioner (SAC). 

Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP) 
Tan Boon Sing and his officers welcomed 
us on behalf of the Commandant of 
PULAPOL. The first item on our itinerary 
was to witness how Cadet Inspectors 

undergo marching exercises in the 
PULAPOL parade ground carrying 
swords, batons and rifles. 

After the parade showcase, we were 
taken to view the trainees’ living quarters 
and dining hall. It was an eye-opening 
experience as the children were briefed 
on the regimented daily routine imposed 
on the police trainees and their basic 
living conditions. After touring the 
accommodation block,we were directed 
to PULAPOL’s shooting range where the 
officer explained the training routine to 
handle standard-issue Police firearms 
including Glock pistols and MP5 sub-
machine guns. 

The children were then treated to a 
live-firing demonstration where trained 
police personnel showcased their 
shooting skills at distances of 10, 15 
and 20 meters from the targets. After 

an impressive sharp-shooting 
display, we made our way to the 
academic center with gunshot 
sounds still ringing in our ears. 
At the academic building,we 
had the opportunity to meet 
some of their trainee cadet 
officers and view the spacious 
lecture theatre which could 
accommodate almost 375 
trainees per session. The state-
of-the-arte-library sponsored 
by Samsung is also housed in 

the same building. 

A short video promoting PULAPOL was 
shown, after which DSP Tan invited the 
youths to consider a career with the 
Royal Malaysian Police Force. Our last 
stop was the Tactical Simulating building 
which had various machines and gadgets 
to simulate real life situations which the 
police officers would invariably have to 
encounter when on crime-prevention 
duties.

There was also a live demonstration on 
tackling snatch thefts and how an anti-
narcotic raid is carried out. The official 
visit ended with a hearty lunch hosted by 
DSP Tan and his officers. After lunch and 
a formal thank you, a group photo was 
taken.

DSP Tan expressed PULAPOL’s hopes of 
seeing some of our youths come back 
to undergo police-training either as 
Cadet Inspectors, Cadet Sergeants or as 
Policemen.   

It was indeed a rewarding trip and a sort 
of homecoming for Brother Harry. For the 
children and the rest of our entourage,we 
learned how discipline training and 
academic excellence were critical factors 
in building a competent police force—
one which will protect citizens and carry 
out law enforcement duties effectively in 
Malaysia.

Text & Photos by Francis Lai
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HOME VISITS

Our Conference Tuesday’s 
home visits resumed on 
18.6.2019 with 6 members 
breaking up into two teams 
of 4 and 2 respectively to 

visit the 1st two families i.e. in Sec 11 
and Jalan Templer and then meeting up 
together in SFX church to visit the 3rd 
case in Desaria area of Jalan Kelang Lama.

Case I 
The case in Sec 11 involved a young 
man aged 29 suffering from epithelioid 
sarcoma of the abdomen. He is currently 
undergoing chemotherapy but the 
family is hopeful that the treatment can 
be switched to next generation healing 
called “immunal therapy” which will help 
to build up on the young man’s resistance 
to help healing. However, the cost is 
expensive at about rm15k every 3 weeks 
and is a major concern for the family. 
Let us all pray for God’s healing on this 
young man and on his parents and also 
the medical team from Beacon hospital 
treating him. We also need to pray for a 
solution on the expensive treatment cost 
involved. 

Case II
A grandmother staying with his diabetic 
son and grandchild in a single room in 
Jalan Templer. She has 2 other daughters 
who are both deaf and dumb. Her 1st 
daughter is married to an abusive man 
and the 2nd daughter is working with a 
meagre income which is barely sufficient 
to support the family. 

Case III
The 3rd case in Desaria involved sending 
a metal bed frame to the mother in law 
of a FIN who is supported by SSVP. The 
dismantled frame was then assembled 
together for her use. The beneficiary 

of this bed had her left leg amputated 
and the bed will enable her to rest on 
higher ground and be more easily moved 
around, instead of presently lying on a 
floor level mattress. The lady also needs 
a medical check-up and SSVP is trying to 
arrange a visit with any doctor or nurse 
available to check on her health status. 
Any medical volunteer able to help will 
be most appreciated and timely as SSVP 
was informed she had a medical check 
done about 11/2 years ago.

Q4. Pope Francis has in his Encyclical 
Laudato Si promoted the call to 
urgently Care for the Common 
Home. You have recently initiated 
the Parish Laudato Si working 
committee under the IHD Cluster. 
Can you please share your vision 
how this Ministry can help transform 
SFX parish and her parishioners 
to live their faith and parish life in 
ways to be seen as more caring for 
the environment?     

Fr The heart of the problem centres on 
global warming. It is connected to 
the emission of greenhouse gases 
(carbon dioxide, methane, nitrogen 
oxides and others) released mainly 
as a result of human activity. As these 
gases build up in the atmosphere, 
they hamper the escape of heat 
produced by sunlight at the earth’s 
surface. Warming has effects on the 
carbon cycle and ultimately affects 
the availability of essential resources 
like drinking water, energy and 
agricultural production. 

 Pope Francis said, “Throwing away 
food is like stealing from the table of 
the poor and the hungry”. According 

to data provided by the UN’s Food 
and Agriculture Organization, 
approximately 1/3 of the world’s total 
food production are lost and wasted 
every year. 

 Again, the strength of our parishioners 
is at the grass root level. Even without 
the intervention of the parish priest, 
our people are interested in the care 
for the environment. One concrete 
example was our SFX Family Day. 
The organizing committee initiated 
programs to eliminate the use of 
plastic plates, utensils and bags.

 My job as a parish priest is to support 
the works of our people in this area 
and we need to do more to care for 
our Common Home. 

Q5 Your words of counsel and advice 
for SSVP and our boy’s education 
and boarding home, Rumah 
Pengajian Xavier (RPX). 

Fr Keep doing what you are doing. You 
are doing fantastic work. Part and 
parcel of the Vincentian spirituality is 
to have direct contact with the poor 
which touches me. 

 I also see SSVP taking more initiatives 
to see how relevant it can be. This 
ties in with the Jesuit and Ignatian 
Spirituality’s Latin word ‘MAGIS’. 
‘MAGIS’ means “more’ or “greater”. 
It refers to the philosophy of doing 
more for Christ and therefore doing 
more for others. What more can we 
do? It may not necessarily be putting 
up more buildings to help the poor, 
it also means how do we improve 
the quality of relationship with the 
poor and amongst the members. 
The quality of relationship is very 
important when we work together. 
The basic idea is what more can we 
do to serve the people for the greater 
glory of God?

 I’m here to support you and will 
make more time for SSVP as SSVP is 
a very important ministry.

 CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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A brief story about myself.  
My name is Carrie Chang. I 
will soon be graduating in 
October 2019. I have a brother 
who is 3 years older than me. 

He is working as an engineer in Penang. 
At the tender age of 4, I lost my father. My 
mother, once a happy wife now a widow. 
She had no support and had to work 
very hard to bring up my brother and I 
including holding two jobs at one time. 
I was exposed to the hardships of life 
and appreciate very much the struggles 
and sacrifices that my mother had went 
through to bring us up. 

When I was young, I was not a bright 
student. But, I began to realize that 
education is a key pathway to better 
quality life. I knew that without an 
education my life would be difficult. So 
I resolved to study hard and study smart 
to achieve my ambition of becoming a 
lawyer.  Reminding myself of my mum’s 
struggle and the difficult life I had, I 
was motivated and began to do well 
in school. Every day, I reminded myself 
that hard work will one day see me 
achieve my ambition. I scored straight 
As in my STPM and was overjoyed 

when I was accepted to study law in 
University Malaya. My dream to become 
a lawyer started to become a reality. 
Unfortunately my joy did not last long as 
I realized that even studying in a public 
university is not cheap - university fees, 
books, study materials, accommodation, 
transportation, food, would cost quite a 
bit. 

This began to put a dent in my dream of 
becoming a lawyer, till I was introduced 
to the Society of St Vincent de Paul by 
Uncle KB Tan. The Society brought hope 
and relief to me as they were willing to 
help me financially every month. Without 
a doubt, the Society of St Vincent De 
Paul has reduced my financial burden. 
The monthly allowance I received from 
the SSVP meant I can spend more time 
focusing on my studies, doing research 
and participating in extracurricular 
activities and less time worrying about 
my living costs. 

I am eternally grateful that SSVP was there 
to help me at a crucial moment in my life 
and I would like to take this opportunity 
to express my utmost gratitude to SSVP 
for your kind support. My mother is also 

happy that I am getting financial support 
as it relieves her of her financial burden 
as well. 

I hope to become a successful lawyer one 
day and give my mum a good life for all 
the sacrifices she has done. I also hope to 
contribute back to the community and 
definitely to help out with the Society of 
St. Vincent De Paul. 

Once again, thank you SSVP for your 
generosity and kindness in funding my 
living expenses, which has provided 
support and encouragement for both my 
family and I.

A true MIRACLE GIFT it is 
because the society didn’t 
have enough funds to pay 
the final construction cost.

It is always an uplifting 
moment when former residents of RPX 
return to visit us and keep us updated on 
their family life and career progression. 
However, the moment of happiness is 
ten fold when the unexpected happens. 
Meet Anba, our former RPX lad who 
surprised the Society by quietly raising 
14% of the construction cost for the 
newly completed RPX building on his 
own initiative. 

Anba who left RPX more than 10 years 
ago narrated that he is not ashamed to 
share with anyone of his early life struggle 
and his parent’s decision to place him in 
RPX due to poverty. As a supervisor of 
a maintenance company in Singapore 
now, Anba comes into contacts with 

many of the residents of high end 
condominiums. He mentioned that 
sometimes in his casual conversations 
with the residents, he will inform them 
that he is from Malaysia and that he grew 
up in a Boys Home. It is through one 
of his conversation with an expat that 
he mentioned that RPX was on a fund 
raising drive and the expat generously 
agreed to help.

Anba now leads a meaningful and happy 
life in Johor. A father of 3 young children 
and being the sole bread winner, he 
commutes daily to Singapore to work. 
Although life is tough as he has to rise 
very early to cross the causeway, he is 
happy with his job as the salary which he 
earns in Singapore dollars has enabled his 
family to have a comfortable life. He has 
managed to save enough to buy a car for 
himself and a landed property in Pahang 
for his parents to stay. He attributed his 

success to the many volunteers who had 
reached out to him in his formative year, 
particularly Ms Mable who diligently 
tutored him English & Mathematics 
for 3 years on a 1 to 1 basis as he was a 
school dropout at age 8. He recounted 
that by the time he was admitted into 
RPX at age 13, he could no longer enroll 
back into government school. However, 
he remained positive that although he 
lack formal education, the values and 
self discipline which he learnt in RPX has 
carried him well into his working life and 
helped him to progress to a supervisory 
role now. Today he tries to impart the 
same discipline to his children, i.e. to 
wake up early, follow a time table, and to 
help out with house work.  

When asked what motivated him to help 
RPX to raise funds, his response was “RPX 
had helped me a lot. It is now my turn to 
help back.” 

Thank You SSVP From Carrie Chang

Ex RPX LAD, “ANBA” Repays SSVP With Miracle Gift
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YAHS - Young Adult Hangout Sunday
As Catholic youths, we often find 

ourselves wanting to serve the 
community and the church in 
our own way in hopes that our 

contribution could bring a difference, 
no matter how small it may be. We 
were privileged enough to have this 
opportunity thanks to our brothers and 
sisters from the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul (SSVP).

It happened by chance when one of 
the Catholic students from University 
of Malaya (UM) was asked to refer to 
Annie Lau for a different project and 
through this chance encounter, this 
medical student, Joanne Chin, started 
volunteering her time to work with the 
medical team during SSVP’s Service Day, 
every first Sunday of the month to gain 
more knowledge and experience.

After a while, she realized that the 
children of our Friends-in-Need and the 
Rumah Pengajian Xavier (RPX) boys who 
were present there did not have anything 
to do while being there. She decided to 
recruit a few of her Catholic friends from 
UM to join her during Service Day to be 
with the kids. We started with arts and 
craft with the younger children, and the 
older kids helping us the best that they 
can. Sometimes the sessions involved 
games and themed arts and craft to 
celebrate Easter, Christmas and Mother’s/
Father’s Day with the children.

After a few Service Days, we realized that 
we wanted to do more for the children, 
to have a greater impact on them. Our 
SSVP brothers and sisters had the same 
idea as well, which encouraged us to 
move forward and help contribute 
more to Service Day. We then came up 
with a module, with the help of one 
of our volunteers who is experienced 
with this, Jeron Joseph, which included 
topics like personal hygiene, emotions 
and personalities, resolving conflict, and 

many more to the children.

We have been volunteering for Service 
Day for close to two years now and 
we have had some time to reflect on 
our journey and growth with our SSVP 
brothers and sisters. We were asked what 
makes us come back every month.

The main reason being the children. It’s 
the fact that our presence there and 
our friendship may show them what life 
could potentially be after their schooling 
days, that their growth is not limited by 
their situation. That we can encourage 
them through complimenting their 
achievements, in front of their guardians 
so that they are comforted with the fact 
that their children have successfully 
achieved something despite their 
hardships in life.

We have been blessed with experiences 
that will truly stay with us and enable 
us to grow in life. It is rewarding to 
see the children having fun, laughing 

and learning with us. Over the course 
of several months working together, 
teamwork and communication has 
improved among us volunteers, and 
increased our networking skills while 
working with our SSVP brothers and 
sisters.

“Being part of this program, I have come 
to be very humble and thankful to God 
for everything in my life”, a feedback 
from one of our own, Daniela Ivy. Truly, 
as clichéd as it may be, we have all been 
humbled by this experience, and that 
is another main reason why we keep 
coming back. Working with the children 
where a good majority of them are 
Indians, “Tamil is an under appreciated 
language”, commented by Jeron Joseph, 
further elaborating that we always talk 
about Mandarin, but the Tamil language 
always goes forgotten. Through this 
experience, we learned to appreciate the 
little things in life and that there’s always 
goodness in everyone.

We hope that we get to continue this 
program, albeit always having room 
for improvement, with increased 
participation from the children and that 
we may get more volunteers on our part. 
This is what we can offer, and we strive to 
give our very best to the community and 
serve in the church with humble hearts. 
We have the highest gratitude to the SSVP 
team for providing us this opportunity to 
serve. This is us. This is the Young Adult 
Hangout Sunday (YAHS) team, looking 
forward to being a continuous presence 
here.

By Marrlene Mariadass



CAN YOU HELP JUST A LITTLE?
Help Donate To SSVP Or Become A Sponsor Today !

As a non-profit organization and Catholic in nature, the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul (SSVP) relies on donations 
from our SFX Church, parishioners and organisations to support our missions.

 Your donation is important to fund our community programmes 
in reaching out to the Poor and Marginalised through initiatives 
like :-
•	 Women’s empowerment projects to enlist single mothers to 

boost their earnings income
•	 Learning	 centre	 with	 free	 tuition	 classes	 for	 students	 of	

needy families
•	 Financial	 aid	 for	 Friends in Need (FIN) for education and 

livelihood purposes
•	 Ozanam Service Centre to assist with job placements, 

counselling, liasing for legal or medical assistance with 
authorities/hospitals

SSVP currently operate and manage the Rumah Pengajian 
Xavier (RPX) Boys Centre,which has recently moved in to its  
new premises in Petaling Jaya.  The centre was setup in February 
2002 to provide an environment for young boys to do well in 
their studies and emphasizes on character development with 
moral and religious values.

We are now requesting for sponsors to help fund our 25 
students. Your kind donation will help provide for their meals, 

clothing, shelter, transportation and education needs.  If you are 
interested to donate, please obtain a copy of the donation slip 
or contact us for more details.

    

Where DO your Donations GO?

51%
Shelter for RPX Medical &

Financial Aid

22%
Education Aid
17%

Community
Empowerment

10%

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you invited me in,36 I needed clothes and you clothed 
me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and 
you came to visit me.” Matthew 25:35-40
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