Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary
Time
Gospel Reading LUKE 10: 1-12. 17-20
Jesus sends out 72 people to announce the
coming kingdom.
Reflection on the Gospel Reading
Today's Gospel begins immediately after the
final verse in last Sunday's Gospel. After
strong language about the difficulties of
discipleship, Jesus immediately appoints 72
people to go ahead of him to every town and
place he plans to visit, proclaiming that the
Kingdom of God is at hand. He sends them in
pairs. In the Law of Moses two witnesses were
needed for a testimony to be credible. It was
probably also a safer way to travel.

successful. Demons were under their power
because of Jesus' name. Jesus may have sent
them out as lambs among wolves, but at the
conclusion of this passage he assures them that
they have been given power over the enemy
and nothing will harm them, not even serpents
and scorpions.
A key theme of today's Gospel and last
Sunday's Gospel is discipleship — its
challenges, its difficulties, and its rewards.
Sharing in the mission of Jesus is difficult, but
everyone is called to do it, not just some
professionals trained for ministry. Even for us
today, the harvest is plentiful. We should pray
to the master of the harvest to send out workers
for his harvest.

Jesus admits it will be difficult, that he is
sending them out like lambs among
wolves. Yet they are to bring nothing with
them, not even a money bag or sandals.
They are to greet no one on the way so as
not to be distracted from their mission.
When they enter a house, their message is
simply “peace.” The response they will receive
may be positive or negative. Either way, they
are to know that the Kingdom of God is at
hand. They are not to demand special
treatment but eat and drink whatever is
given them. They are to stay in one house
and are not to look around for one that
provides better accommodations. They are to
heal the sick as a sign that the Kingdom of God
is at hand for them. Like Jesus' miracles,
healing is a sign of the coming of the kingdom.
If the town will not receive them, they are to
shake the dust from their feet and move on.
Even in the case of such rejection they should
know that the Kingdom of God is at hand.
When they return from their journeys, they are
rejoicing because their mission has been
Church of St Francis Xavier
135 Jalan Gasing (Section 10), 46000 Petaling Jaya. Tel: 03-7956 5977 Fax: 03-7957 2435
Website: www.sfx.com.my
Phone App: SFX PJ
E-mail: sfxchurchpj@gmail.com
Parish Priest: Rev Fr Norris Seenivasan, SJ, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Alvin Ho, SJ

